THE  HALF THE WORLD

Evidence showed that polo was in existence prior to
the first Olympic Games held seven hundred and seventy-
six years before Christ was born. Over four centuries
later Darius was supposed to have sent a ball and a stick
to Alexander, then but a boy, to intimate that he should
confine his energies to sport, lest he meddle in more
dangerous pursuits.

"The ball is the earth/5 was Alexander's reply. "I
am the stick."

He had already made up his mind what he was going to do.

Another tale came from the third Christian century, of
a youth who claimed to be the son of Ardeshir, then ruling
over Persia.

"We shall soon see," said the king. "If he be a son
of mine he will have a natural gift for polo."

The boy, commanded to play in the royal presence,
drove the ball in a fine run up the field. It was enough.
Accepted as Ardeshir's heir, he grew to be the valiant
Shapur.

A century or so later three professors taught the hunter
king, Bahrain Gur, reading, archery and polo.

Fifteen hundred years ago women played polo at the
Byzantine court. It was the sport of the Sassanian
monarchs and their ladies about the seventh century;
witness the poet Nizami, who took as inspiration Khosroe
and his lovely Shirin, a Christian princess famed for
beauty and for her prowess on horseback.

"When he (Khosroe) reached the polo ground.
The fairy-faced ones curvetted on their steeds with joy.
They started play, when every Moon
Appeared a Sun, and every partridge a hawk. . . .
At times the Sun bore off the ball, at times the Moon.
Now Shirin won and now the Shah."

Amir Muizzi, the poet-laureate of Sanjar, also wrote
an ode to Shirin5s skill at the game:
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